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"oY + file and ns ally your late 
doughty attempt at authorſhip, had 


not convinced me that it was the product 


of your united efforts; the pains taker” 


by your friends and retainers . to trumpet 


forth its. importance, and the amazing ſe- 


crets therein revealed to the public, would 


have left me no "_ of the parents of the 
| beſide, my Lords, my 


knowledge 5 yo r reſtleſs, petulant diſpo- 


ſitions, which as far as they could influence, 


have led you to perpetual finding fault ind + 


| bickerings ; to impede all the meaſures of 


adminiſtration, wherein you were not con- 


cerned, and in ſhort, to decry every thing 
Modan your own zþſe dot could not or 
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would not be admitted, . me wait with 


impatience for this or ſome ſuch overflow- 


| ing of your gall-upon the Preſant able ſer- 
vants of the crown. 


You know, my. Lords, that you have 


ſtrictly followed your great pattern ohn 
the great duke of Argyle, who, whatever 


ſhining qualities he poſſeſſed ; yet in the 


| moſt wanton and puerile manner, upon 
every occaſion wherein he was not conſult- 
ed, reſigned his offices, which by as often 
_ reſuming,, as the great miniſter then at the 
helm, threw out a lure for him, made him | 


the contempt of all parties, and the ppp 
dent of none. 


. 16.4 th 


ve red 


This, my Lords, is at preſent, your me- 
| lancholy ſituation; you have convinced all 
your late, as you ſoon will your preſent al- 
lies, that there can be no dependance where 

there 1 is no ſteadineſs, and the former, you. 
well know, give themſelves little uneaſi- 
geſs about oF. Your patriotiſm i is diſco- 
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vered to be a pretence, and the luſt of 
power and pre-eminence whichyou acquir- 15 


ed under a great maſter, (without his talents 


or integrity to ſupport your claim) to be 
your chief. moving * 


But confider a little, my Jords; you are 
diſſatisfied with men and meaſures, calcu- 


lated to conciliate the friendſhip of their 
ſovereign, and to promote the welfare, and 


conſequently to attract the love and eſteem | 
of their fel! low-ſubjedts : : And, if you were | 
as difintereſted, as you would appear to 
be, againſt thoſe men and meaſures, you 
could have no rational ground of quarrels; 
they were doing the beſt they could for us, 
and would have done, more if the blunders | 


of the late adminiſtration had left it poſſi- 


ble. In this light, then, my Lords, your 
oppoſition and calumny will appear in the 
moſt odious view, as dictated by nothing 


but a factious and overbearing ſpicit, and 
| flowing from an evident eralence of 


heart, 


B 2 gen 


AS... 

Severe as this charge may appear, I make 
no doubt but I ſhall make it as {elf evident 5 
as any propoſition in Euclid : In order to 
which I ſhall make no hypercritical remarks 
upon the confuſed, pert ſtile of your perfor- 

- mance; a motley piece indeed ; full fraught 
with common place, 8 language, 
and ſuch low expreſſions, as would diſgrace 
even thetalents of your druging Scotiſh ſecre- 
tary, who, I am perſwaded, bluſhed whilſt 
he was performing the taſk of your ama- 
nuenſis upon the occaſion ;*but, the ſpawn 
of a country where perfect obedience to ſu- | 
periors is the governing principle; he knew 
it was a labour above his ſtrength or capa- 
city, and would deſtroy his intereſt, had 
he made any objections to the rhapſody he 
was to put together, for the information of 
the public, dictated by your correct and flu 
ing eloquence. I ſay, my Lords, I ſhall leave 
all theſe, and ſuch remarks, to the news-pa- 

per critics, and follow your matter without 

1 rtroubling myſelf or the reader about the 

manner in which You have delivered your- 

ſelves | 


6 -4,) 
ſelves from the burden that oppreſſed your 
breaſts. 


That the ſale of your book has been o 
extenſive, that it ſeems ſo to have tickled” 0 
the lovers of ſcandal, deem not as a mark 
of approbation from the wiſe and thinking 
part of the nation, who, I can aſſure you. 
differ greatly in opinion from you. No, my 
Lords, curioſity alone, that curioſi ity fo. natural 
to our country-men, has raiſed you purcha- g 

ſers; the quaint manner in which your 
lucubrations were introduced, the oddity of 
your title, the profeſſions of many diſco- 
5 veries made, and ſecrets laid open, | were. 
c xcellently well calculated for this meridian; 
j BY but were you to be witneſs, as I have been, 
to the languor of diſappointment, the yawnus 
of diſſatisfaction and tediouſneſs, and the 
execrations of reſentment, in the majority . 
of your readers, you would be greatly creſt- 
fallen, and the plumes vou have decked 
yourſelves with, would be ſelf-torn, in an- 


guiſh and deſpair from your brows. Te 
"That 
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That the preſent miniſters, well guarded 5 
againſt all your efforts, have condeſcended 
to ſurvey your. hiſtory, perhaps, you will 
gather from this addreſs : But if any of them 


did, ſurely the contempt cxpreſs'd by them, 
the little and only momentary anxiety it 


fying to ſuch great per ſonages as yourſelves, 


who ſicken even at the leaſt appearance of 


diſapprobation or neglect. Methinks, on 


the ſuppoſition that your labours would at- 
tract their notice, you exclaimed with the 


poet, from your Pontus, 

Parve, Sc. 
Hei mihi quod domino non „r ire Py 
Fade, fed incultus, qualem duet exulit efſe | 4 
Tels 8 — bas trabe ! 


But to come to the point: you artfully 
in your title ſay, the hiſtory of the late minority; 
by which, however you would be underſtocd 
of the preſent miniſiry, and i in that ſenſe we 
ſhall take it; but, my Lords, is this, really, 
as you pretendi in your advertiſement, an at- 


eccafioned them, muſt be extremely morti- 
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tempt to an impartial repreſentation of facts, 
or have you even exhauſted your own Know- - 
ledge of the late events? I believe the con- 


trary will be very ſoon diſcovered : But you 
judge rightly, to be popular, you muſt make 


many proteſtations of ſincerity, and diſplay 


of great abilities; the uſual methods of every 


quack in politics and religion, as well as in 
phyſic; but perhaps of the three, the ſtate 
mountebank, excuſe the expreſſion, is the 
moſt pernicious, as his baneful influence ex- 
tends further than that of 128 others ow 


wi can. 


I mean no defence of the Earl of Bute, or 
his tranſactions, tho' I cannot help ſeeing 


that every thing ſaid even of that unpopu- 
lar nobleman is highly exaggerated. But he 


is your lawful game, and you have my free 
licence to hunt him down upon all occaſions; 3 


- you will not beoppoſed by 1 me, I aſſure you; 
rather, (making one perſon of you and your 
brother writer) I will declare, in the old 


dogrel lines, 


Worth 45 


* 


— 


I. * 125 


Worthy each other are the two: 


=. i 4 
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HFalſo boys, fairly Start ye! 
Mlay he be hated worſe than you, 


Whoever ſtrives to part ye! 


Seriouſſy, however, and by the bye, my 
Lords, is your book a continuation of Mr. 
TLeggeé's famous legacy, of which you have 


made ſuch excellent uſe, or is it dictated by 
the ſpirit, of thevirulent Narth-Briton, reviv- 
ed, who upon the late decifion on general- 


_ -warrants has ventured to inſpire his noble 


friends with his own fire and acrimony, and 
to engage you in the diſintereſted labour of 


leveling all the diſtinctians by which peace, 


regularity and good government ſubſiſt a- 
mongſt mankind? you ſay, true virtue is on- 


oy to be found among the middle rank of man- 


hand... And may we not now affirm, that 


real decency and good manners are only to 
be found there alſo ? For 'tis plain your lord- 
ſhips have given up all pretences to thoſe 


neceſſary qualities, by abuſing, indiſcrimi- 


gabely, your friends and enemies, and pre- 
ſerving 
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©: # 
| ſerving no more decorum in your expreſſi- 1— 
ons, than can be found in the fiſh market 
at Billing gate, or the purlieus of Broad 
S. Giles's; and I fear you are patterns of 
y dur order, who, we ſee, can ſcold and 


call names full as well, generally ſpeaking, 
as yourſelves. Nor indeed in the relation 


you give of the change of hands upon Lord 
Bute's aſcendency, do you ſpare your "=" 
himſelf ; you ſpeak of him as a P. 
capable of having J Ife and cruel N 
raiſed in hit mind by that nobleman ; lan- 
guage by no means decent and reſpectſul, 

of a prince whoſe conſtant and earneſt en- 
deavour it has been, to ſee with his own. 
eyes, and to ſquare his conduct by the rules 
of wiſdom and equity. 


00 aſcribe the int of Lord Bure 
to the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, merely 


to his own luſt of power and office: Vour 
lordſhips know this is not altogether the 


caſe: Who gratifed him with that poſt? 


117 * lordſhips have the feelings of men 
C about 


_ 


ry 
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"WH ll 
about you, your faces will be ſuffuſed with 1 
bluſhes when you make the A e nn 
| You lily ſuppreſſed the fact, tho' you 7 
know, full well, that he owed his ad- 2 
vancement to the ſeals, to Mr. Pitt, who I 
| might then be ſaid to be ſole miniſter; : | 
and ſurely you cannot have the leaſt glance 3 
at the preſent miniſters in what you ad- 4 
vance? tho worded in ſuch a manner as 3 
makes it more than a bare ſuſpicion that you 3 
intended it as a latent charge againſt tem. 
Mr. Pitt, might no doubt, have good rea- | 
fon for appointing ſuch a coadjutor ; nay — | 
perhaps , at that time, thought he did con- 9 
ſiderable ſervice thereby to the nation, as 
the public benefit might otherwiſe have 
been greatly impeded by ag and al- 
tercations. 
| 


SI ——_— 
—— 5 
SON» L „ 


"tha your 23d and following pages, you | 3 
run on, in a deſperate and abandoned man- E | 
ner, to advance as facts what haye no 
foundation, and in language, that, without 


inuendoes, * well be en moſt diſreſ- 
| | 222 | - * 


& 


| [ 15 ) 
pedtful to your P——e and econ for 
the public eye and ear; theſe are. your 
words, which, as I declared before, I do 
not animadvert upon as an advocate for lord 
Bute, but as a friend to that reſpe to de- 
cency and regard to truth which every 


| man knows ſhould never be diſpenſed 


with : „He was coadjutor to Mr. Put, 
and in full poſſeſſion of the royal ear. His 


friends were elated beyond all poflibility of 


words to expreſs. The Jacobites, and even 
70e who had been in both rebelliont, all 


now flocked to court, overjoyed to ſee a 
Stuart, ho near the royal diadem, They fail 


ed not to pay their moſt humble duty, and 
: fear fealty to the Stuart himſelf, althop gh 


they had refuſed both, to a prince, who 
had pardoned their unprovoked diſſoyalty. 


| They ſaw, and in 275 they placed their 


joy, not only one of the ame, but of the 
1 and princi iples of Stuart, bidding fairs 
by gigantic Arides, to AsCEND the HIGHEST 
SEAT OF POWER.” Now if lord Bute is 


charged with any leſs crime then H--T-=, 
C2 by 


by this paragraph, I think I know nothing 
of the nature of language and the com- 
bination of letters; and tho', in explana- 
tion, your lordſhips may ſay you meant the 


higheſt ſeats of power, 4 : ſubject 16 capable 
of ; yet tis plain, like your friend the 
North-Briton, you meant the whole paſ- 


ſage to be a two-edged ſword ;. the natu- 
ral conſtruction was evident, but ſo guard- 
ed, as to admit of an explanation that 


might ſave appearances in caſe of danger. 


Now if Mr. Yikes, in the famous 4 5th 


E North-Briton, can be ſaid to have imply d 
more diſreſpect to his ſovereign, or more 
pointed malice againſt his miniſter, L hall 
give up all projenſiops to nee Judg- | ; 
ment. 1 2 F hates Hef .voaAt 
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Vour account and motives of his grace re; 


Neuestes reſignation, & viz. * the duke 
of Newcaſtle, who was firſt lord of the Treas 
. e on the 26th oy of Moy, 1762, for 


2 


oY 1 
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i 
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TI 


+ Wu See Hiſtory of the Minority, page 56. 1 


5 1 17 5 | 
this plain reaſon, as his friends gave out, 
becauſe he ſaw bis influence was gone before. 
him, &c. if not a downright falſity, is 
ſach à miſrepreſentation as could ſcarce. 
be expected from you: After beſtowing 
ſeveral, pages upon the enormous guilt of 
lord Bute, in bringing about a refuſal of 
the Pruſſian ſubſidy, in a manner not at 
| all to his credit; ; after offering all the i in- 
cenſe poſſible to Mr. Pitt and one of your 
lordſhip's; could you forget that it was: 
; from diſſatisfaction that his grace reſi gned) 
at the non-payment: of the ſuhſidy te 
; Pruſſia which his grace. had promoted: 
furcly, almoſt as cogent. L ans as _ 


„ EH an we 


Pitt and his lordſhip! ta-tha latter tt 
their judgments were diſputed, and the fu- | 
ture benefit of the nation probably might, 
they thought, be impeded. In the former; 
his grace ſuppoſed not only the honour and 
intereſt of the nation were violated; but 
that v we were ſet up as oh) es of averſion 


7 
- 5258 
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might 


. 
might hereafter have any connection, and 
all the world would diſcover that the in- 
fluence of the late glorious miniſters was 
totally loſt, Vet how dexterous were you 
in concealing: his grace's merit There 

_ were, you would have us believe, no men of 
virtue (at leaſt in the preſent miniſtry) but 
yourſelves ; no- they not only filently, but 
mean acquieſced in all bis (the favourites) 

meaſures,” - at length ſore of them became 
 wneafy under his yoke, and finding that they 
Banu ſhortly be turned out, reſolved to reſi Zu.“ 
Then (ſlily enough) follows, your account 
of the duke of Newcafth's refignation, as 
above recited, concluded with this curious 
declaration: And had his grace, with his 
adherents, as firmly attached themſelves 
in the hour of danger, as they had done 
during the courſe of the war, to thoſe true 
friends of their country, who manifeſted by 
their early retirement, their diſapprobation 
of the favourite, and his deſtructive mea- 
ſures, they might, in all probability, have 


3 8 0 thoſe fatal * , which 
ſuch 


(x9) 
wel an unhappy want of , occaſion · 
ed.” 7 


No if impartiality had dictated this. 
concluſion; if your lordſhips had the leaſt 
| * of candour remaining, you would 
have given a turn that would have done no 
little credit to your veracity. You would 
have owned, that the duke and his adhe- 
rents, thought the reſignation of Mr, Pirr 
and his collegue too precipitate ; they felt, 
as much as bey did, the pernicious effects of 
the favourite's intermedling; but thought it 
i their duty to ſerve their country as long as 
they could with honour, notwithſtanding. 
the affronts daily offered them : when they 


found it was impoſſible they could be of 


any further ſervice ; that they muſt lend 
their names to ſanctify meaſures they could | 
not approve, like virtuous men they retir= . 
ed to a private Ration. This, my Lords, 
and you well know it, is the true ſtate of 

the matter. = Ol 1 


1 


Your 


15 20 3 

[Your note upon p. 58, raked, as it were, 
out of the jakes of infamous ſcandal, is 
a moſt wicked reflection on one of the 
moſt virtudus princeſſes in Europe : a lady 
famed for every maternal and conjugal vir- 
tue and excellence. Infinuations; like theſe, 
have never militated to her prejudice, except 
in the minds of the loweſt, moſt unthink- 
ing and abject individuals in the kingdom, 
who, fond of ſcandal, ſwallow every thing Y 
greedily tending that way——Infinuations 4 | 
as cruel as falſe, contradicting, (when both | # | 
parties are conſidered) all our conceptions 
1 and all our notions of what directs and 1 
lk biaſſes human actions. F,. ye, my lords! 8 I l 
i how could you deſcend fo mich betleath: = 


. 


enn 25 2 en e 31 et 


of . * 


In p. 7 5 76. you mak a ene _ 
into the cauſes of the reſignations of Mr. =_ 
Pitt and the duke of Newcaſtle, very much. 3 
to the. difadvan tage of the latter, whoſe 7 
ambition you ſay was diſtributing the Y 
good things of the ſtate, thereby creating . 
5 3 | | 2 
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Cut. 1 


a number of obſequious and ſcandalous - 


dependents * &c. that ©* when he could no 
longer do this, and thoſe whom he had 
favoured moſt, began to be ungrateful, he 


_ reſigned ;” that he had © from his Vouth, 


been at the head of a party, and even in 
advanced age party was his delight and 


ſupport.” 9 


| 3 my lords, what good things had 


his grace to beſtow, that were not in the 
power of every poſſeſſor of his poſts ? And 
| who were his /candalous dependents ? Surel y 
your lordſhips had no intention to caſt an 
eye towards the B 
will acknowledge, as pr as his old friends 
the D- rs, forſook him almoſt to a man: : 
ſo far you are right; ſuch dependents were 
| truly ſcandalous indeed; but the epithet 
 obſequious may be underſtood in a better 
| ſenſe; by it (had it not been coupled with 
the word ſcandalous) mi ight be underſtood 
that dutiful reſpect, attendance and at- 
| tachment which the perſon obliged pays to 


of B „ who 


8 


( 22 ) 
his friend and patron; in which ſenſe your 
lordſhips know it was matter of praiſe 
and not reproach for him to receive their 
devoirs, and for them toſhew themſelves ob- 
Z ſequious; and I am much miſtaken, if both 
of you have not expected and exacted 
more of this ob/equiouſneſs from your de- 
pendents than ever his grace did. This is 
plain, that thoſe who were ungrateful were 
not the ohſeguious, but the ſcandalous pack 
of his grace's clients, and I fear of that 
claſs” are the majority of the retainers to | 
- moſt great men. The reaſon of his grace's 
reſignation I have given before; but what 
' ſeems particulary to offend your lordſhips 
is, that his grace was attached to a party, 
' aobich was his delight. and ſupport.— We 
own the bill my lords; we own his at- 
tachment to the cauſe of liberty, to the 
friends of the proteſtant religion, and to- 
leration, and to the adherents of the iluſ- 
trious houſe of Hanover. This is the par- 
| ty he has ever eſpouſed ; and now in the 


ya of years, he muſt reflect upon his at- 
tachment 


( 23 ) ( 
tachment thereto, with a placid and true 
ſatisfaction; and I much fear, that thoſe 
who are moſt quieſcent in theſe matters, 
who moſt - harangue for moderation and 
againſt parties, neither know much of the 
conſtitution of mankind, nor of this na- 
tion, and are lukewarm to every thing 
moſt valuable. | 


ep In p- 100, after along quotation from the 
 North-Briton, relative to lord Bute's loan 
of 1763, I ſuppoſe you oblige us with an 
anecdote from the papers, the ſo much 
boaſted and dreaded papers of the late Mr, 
Legge Parturiunt montes 3 naſcetur ri- 
diculus mus {----Is this all, my lords? In- 
deed you have greatly diſappointed the 
public! Vou too, who are ſuch excellent 
judges of writing pf to call your friend 


| Wilkes's four and forty awecks North-Britons, 
witty, ſatirical, 1 ingenious, eu what not, and 
declare that the earl of Bute fell a ſacrifice to 
Wot E ! Your lordſhips cannot convey 
D M *@ 


( 24 ) 


a more contemptible opinion of your own 


judgments than by theſe indiſcreet enco- 
miums on this paper; for I will venture to 
affirm, they contained buta ſmall ſprinkling 
of wit, and that the ſatire was extremely 
coarſe : no, my lords, it was the truths 
conveyed thro? the chanel of almoſt every 
paper, and the plain, yet nervous diction 


- which made them ſo acceptable to the pub- 
| lic, and ſo dan gerous to the favourite, 


Inyour note, p. 140, you, for the firſt time 
that I have ever ſeen it avowed in print, 
give the pamphlet intitled A defence of the 
minority to Mr. Charles Townſhend: If I 
know any thing of that gentleman; he 
will not thank you for the favour, which 
will be a ſtanding caution not to truſt your 
lordſhips with ſecrety ; for when the ca- 
coethes ſcribendi is upon you, all breaks __ 
—you can Rep no gens 


E 
4 1 


As J 1 be quite e in my 


dealings with your n I will ac- 
SY: 


En 
knowledge that your account of the pro- 
ſecutions for the writing, printing, &c. &c. 
of the 45th number of the North-Briton, 
is the beſt and moſt authentic I have ever 

| ſeen, and really does contain many things 
before unknown to the people in general: 
At this however, I am not at all ſurprized, 
as one of you was at the head of the pro- 
ſecution of the cauſes againſt the meſſen- 
gers, &c. But I muſt think there is too 
much ſelf-praiſe employed upon the o- 
caſion, and at leaſt that it ſhould have come 
from a more diſintereſted pen. But even 
here you are at your miſrepreſentations a- 
gain ;——P. 188, it is aſſerted that earl 
Temple was at the expence of the proſe- 
cution of the printers cauſes againſt the 
meſſengers : let us ſee the whole para- 
graph: And here it muſt be obſerved, 
that had nota long purſe been found to con- 
tend with the public treaſury, theſe pro- 
ceedings, notoriouſly illegal as they were, 
would never have been brought to a judi- 
and legal condemnation. The fact is 
8 | that 


„ 


that earl 7 3 and he. only, gave it 
ſpirit, and was thegreat ſinew of the whole 
Fauſe. He was inflexible in his reſolution 
of checking theſe proceedings, and reſ- 


cuing the ſubject from tyranous uſage. ul 
was at bis expence that this, and the ſucceeding 


wiftories over arbitrary power were obtained; 
and which have now, and for ever, fixed 


the liberties of Engl iſhmey; upon the 8 


pally of the confitutnon,” 


Now, my 5 . pp no . perſon 


will be hardy enough to contradi&t what 


FRE have aſſerted in the foregoin 8 extract 
from your performance: But behold 1 
ſtep forth to diſpute your aſſertion: Ido 
aver that lord Temple did not defray the 
whole expence of the printers proſecution 
of the meſſengers for falſe impriſonment, 


&c. or, however, that he only did it in 


conjunction with other friends of liberty 


and the conſtitution; for it is too notori- 
ous to be denied, that ſubſcriptions were 


mendicated for Mr. Phillips, the printers | 
Ys 
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attorney, br carry on thoſs cauſes; and that 
his race the duke of P Sir Wo 
; B Sir G= 8— WH many other 
noble 40 honourable patriots, ſubſeribed 
large ſums to defray the coſts. Was there 
no merit in this, and i is it not ungenerous 
and baſe to ſwallow it all in the laviſh 


z | praiſes beſtowed by your lordſhips on lord 


z Temple? ' tis ſo mean, conſidering from what 
quarter it comes, that I have not an epi- 
thet bad enough for it. Nor can it be denied 
that the duke of B acted with equal 
ſpirit throughout the whole affair of Mr. 
Wilkes, by affording g all the countenance and 
aſſiſtance he could: and upon this occaſion 

it muſt be ſaid to the honour of the preſent 
miniſters, that tho” they did not altoge= 
ther approvs of the conduct of the man, 
they even promoted an enquiry into his 
oppreſſions, and the affair of privilege and 
general warrants, which had, thro' his fide, 
wounded the moſt valuable and deareſt 
rights of the ſubject. Therefore the 


| ng the deſertion of the party ſcanda- 
| lous, 


:< 28 


lous, is uinult 3 and 1 OE to Se. 
Fames's was a compliment juſtly due to 
their injured ſovereign, and a behaviour. 
that muſt endear them to all conſiderate 
men: Nay, they did not abandon Mr, 
Wilkes till it became almoſt N o 
* him. 1 | 26 


* 


11 is falle, that even the rotten. 200 of 
che minority junto, gave up the cauſe of 
Mr. Wilkes as indefenſible, or entered j into | 
a treaty with a prerogative lawyer, as you 
ſtile the late lord Hardwicke, © to be tray. 
and give up the whole cauſe. * It is un- 
true that the abovemen tioned excellent 
lawyer, than whom no man was ever a 
greater ſupporter of the native ri ights of 
mankind, and liberty of theyſubjeR, at 

any time declared, that general warran ts 
were legal; he confined himſelf to the 
caſe of privilege, - which he thought 
| ſhould not be pleaded in ſupport of writ- | 
ings calculated to inflame the minds of the . 


ue þ | 


—— 
| 


Ce 


| * and to traduce the. government; or 


to the protection from nnen; * their 
malignant authorernres. 


Ws y being the real ſtate of the aa, all 
your invectives againſt thote vou call de- 


ſerters and traitors, recoil upon yourſelves. 


Your after accounts of the law pro- 
ceedin gs, which are very exact, ſeem to 


. have been furniſhed by the lawyers ; ; ſee- | 


ing it is, to me, evident that the papers 


delivered to the members of parliament 
were many of them nearly the ſame; there- 


fore your lordſhips can lay no claim'to the 
merit of this part of your publication, 
which, abſtracted from the reſt of the 


book, will have its ue 5 upon the 


reader. 1 
Sengbſe of the Kale of your former 
aſſertion, that lord Temple was at all the. ex- 
pence of the proſecutions, &c. in p. 203 4 
you recover a little ingenuity, and ſay, 
es the 


( 39 4: Es 
the merit of thoſe great events were almeft 


excluſively due to lord Temple, &c. Here 


knowing you had before told an untruth, 


- you endeavour, in your random manner, 


to ward off the reproach that muſt ariſe 
therefrom, by the palliating word almoſt, 


which may be taken in the latitude you 8 


mean, or in a more extenſive one. Rare 
ſophiſtry this! MWilkes's imprudencies you 


have touched with ſome impartiality; but 


on the affair of his publiſhing propoſals for 


printing by ſubſcription the proceedings of 


the adminiſtration in his caſe, price one 
guinea, you might a little have enlarged, 
in proof that he had ſome foundation for his 
excuſe, « that a great number of his friends 


n the city and elſe where, moſt of whom he 


did not know, deſired to ſee ſome channel 


opened, thro” which they might convey | 


their contributions towards carrying on the 
great cauſe of liberty, in which ar wry 
| all ſo e intereſted. 17 
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For, my 1 you know many perſons 
dd ſubſcribe, that you yourſelves could 
mention, were you diſpoſed to do juſtice to 
the unfortunate man's attempt. I will men- 
a - tion'one, whom your Me” will ſcarceſtile 
a dgſerter; Mr. G—— © ſubſcribed 
for 12 copies, and Iam of opinion he would 
have ſucceeded in his expectations, but that 
curſed unlucky affair of the Eflay on Wo- 
man, put a period to all his populatity, and 
all his expectations from the wiſe and ſober 
part of the nation; his friends were not 
able to ſtem the torrent of reproach he had 
brought upon himſelf, and the ribald de- 
fences of the libertine and the diſſolute 
ſerv'd only to fink him deeper into perdition. 
6 This, and this only, my lords, loſt him all 
the ground he had gained, and laid the 
foundation for thoſe remarkable words 
. which a friend of your lordſhips uttered, that 
he. Was an enemy. to bis maker, a traducer 77 
8 Prince, and 4 corrupter 1 the public. © 
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„ 
he creator, no doubt, ſometimes effec- 
- wates very beneficial purpoſes, by very un- 
-worthy inſtruments ; and it- was:thro' the 
. boiſterous, ungovernable and licentious ſpirit | 
of a Wilkes, that we were to reap the in- 
'eſtimable bleſſing of exemption from the 
oppreſſion of general warrants; nay, perhaps 
a temper and diſpoſition like his, has been 
ever neceſſary to bring about ſuch re- 
markable revolutions, as in the order 
of providence are neceſſary for mankind. 
Had he been as amiably virtuous and diſin- 
tereſted as the great Hampden, to whom 
ſome of his fond admirers likened him; 
every hand and every voice would have ſup- 
: ported him, and his ſubſcriptions would 
have raiſed him not only where withal to 
_ defend himſelf and puniſh his perſecutors, 
but a _— fortune. n ill la- 
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"In your 3 4th chapter, my lords, lea ſeem 
4 to convey a fort of reflection upon a charac- 
| ter that ſtands in the faireſt point of view 
; with his fellow citizens and the nation in 
"ns 


4 


genera ; you imply that Mr. Beckford Was 
the channel of conveyance between lord Bute 
and Mr. Pitt, when the former projected a 

newalliance with che latter, after the popular 
beats occaſioned by Mr. Wikkess affairs had 
ſublided ; and to make the reffection more 
ſtinging, it bo thus worded : «© And it is 
more than propable he knew his channel of 
conveyance to Mr. Pitt; and that a com- 
- munication had, for ſome time; been open- 
ed between them; alſo what reaſon can he 
given for Mr. Beckford's conduct, hO was 
lord mayor of London at the time of making 
the peace, in not calling a court of com- 
mon- council, to pre pare and preſent petitions 
to parliament againſt the preliminary.” „ 
ticles.“ . 


eb my 8 4+ you mean to inſinuate 
"that Mr. Beckford kept up a correſpon- 
' dence with an intimate of lord Bute, du- 
ring the period he was moſt odious, and 
to Juſtly obnoxious to, "his country? was 


7 Mr. Beckford, the patriotic Mr. Beckford, 


a tool and a geo- between; and did he 
| | con- 


C # 9 
. ad to be the lick-ſpittle to lord 
Bute I fear, my lords, all this is little 
better than vague affirmation. If the cha- 
rater of Mr. Beckford did not convince me 
of this, the reaſon you aſcribe in ſupport 
of your aſſertion would make me pro-. 
nounce it a freſh perverſion of truth, viz. 
his not forwarding addreſſes from the city 
againſt the preliminary articles; becauſe, my 
lords, you well know that it is unuſual and 
unprecedented to prefer petitions againſt a 
peace before the articles of that peace are 
known. Therefore, my lords, you ſee 
you have built your injurious aſſertion up- 
on a very ſandy foundation, which being 
diſperſed, what will become of your ſuper- 
ſtructure? Indeed it is unhappy for you, 
that in a paragraph or two afterwards, 
you nearly deſtroy your own credit for what 
you had inſinuated. — Ald. Beckford's 8, you 
fay, was the place of rendezvous for Mr. 
Put and lord Bures conference after the 
death of lord Egremont, and that after- 


; wards lord Bute altered his mind, and did 
| eee, 
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not go to Mr. Beckford s, but went in dif- 
guiſe, in the middle of the night, to Mr. 


Piti's own houſe, in Jermyn Street, &c. 
Here it ſeems plain enough that lord Bute 


and Mr. Beckford were not ſo cornected 
as in your former page you aflerted ; no, 
Mr. Beckford was not thought by lord Bute, 
ſo faſt a friend as to be truſted with the ſe- 
cret of this conference, ' and he will ſtand 
clear of any ſuſpicion, except you can prove 
he was 5 e at the — negotia- - 
tion. 235 RY N 


Vour lordihips kl a e W | 
in aſcribing the ſpirited proteſt in behalf 


of privilege to Lord Temple; I will ven- 1 


ture to aſſert that the whole proteſt was 
drawn up by lord Cambden; and indeed it 
beſpeaks the hand of ſuch a maſter: Ne- 
vertheleſs, I do not deny that praiſe due to 
lord Temple, for his ſteady and noble beha- 
viour upon this occaſion, nor had you any 
reaſon to dreſs him up in borrow'd plumes: 
=_ theſe little Gy in which I have 


ſo. 


; 
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' to. often detected you, ſhew evidently to 
What ſiniſter views vou have adapted or 

puBlication, 


For God's fake, my. 3 to what 1 
all theſe perverſions. of the truth? do you 
by endeavouring th us to proclaim the 


merits and abilities of lord Ti emple, intend. 
to. diſplay to the world what the nation 


loſes by his not becoming again a miniſter? 
If this be your intention, tho I ſhall ac. 


knowledge hislordſhip's title to the reſpect· 


ful veneration of his country, yet it will be 
neceſſary to tell you that lord Temple is the 
moſt unfit man in the kingdom to join 
upon equal terms with any ſet of miniſters. 

By the great influence Mr. Pitt had over his 

lordſhip, during his admini 


niſtration, he made 


him content to draw in the fame yoke 
with himſelf, to tread in the ſame glorious 


paths; but you know from- your hearts, 


that his lordſhip is petulant and froward 
to every one elſe ; that he loves popularity 


ſo much, as not to be willing to ſhare. it 
5 with 


a 


9 


6 999 


with any one, and is fo indeperident and. 
ſo touchy, that he would refign, and re- 
ſign, whenever he imagined himſelf not 
treated as the premier. Loſing his impor- 
tance, from his own behaviour, with the 
minority, or, if you pleaſe, the preſent T 


moſt able miniſtry; ; how has the poor man 
: vecred from fide to fide, -uncertain how to 


act, yet reſolved at any rate to join with 
thoſe over whom he could uſurp ſome 


fort of authority. Rather than fail, we 


ſee he has thrown: himſelf i into the arms of 


the exiled party; who knowing his hobby= 
- horſe, were perpetually, tho' ſheeringly, 
applauding his ability and his ſentiments, 
anddwelling, even to his face, on the ſubje& 
of his ſyperlative importance and fagdeity; 


whilſt privately they were laughing at their 
gull. This will explain his acting on ſome 
late intereſting occaſions with that con» 


temptible faction, and whatever family | 
reconeiliations may have taken place, my 
reader may depend upon it, his lordlhip's 
political conduct, of late, is no more ap- 


ale proved 
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proved of by Mr. Pitt, than it has been 
by the miniſters he has ſo unnaturally * 
6 | 


It is in vain, my lords, that you cover 


your hiſtory with the thin, the eaſily pene- 


trated veilofimpartiality : You have ſaid more 
therein againſt the moſt diſintereſted ſet of 
' miniſters that ever ſerved the public, than 


whole reams of common and anomymous 
fatire could even pretend to do. Vou have 
not indeed, fa tirized their juvenility, in low 
and illiberal terms; nor have you entered in- 


tothe hackneyed ſarcaſms on their inability 


and want of knowledge i in their ſeveral de- 


partments. Theſe are matters, I preſume, 


which you and your «vers have thought 


proper to convey thro the dirty channel 


of the common news- papers; you have 


only hinted at ſuch matters here. 


But, my lords, you have gone higher ; 


you have laid it down as a firſt principle, 


that they are yenal and corrupt; that they 
deſerted 


_- —_— 


( 


deferted the common cauſe,” when they 
might have effectually ſerved the nations 
for the loaves and fiſhes, and you have deſ- 
cribed them as a ſet of men not to be 
truſted. In proof of which I need only 
refer to your ſeveral declamatory pages, 
Which indeed appear to be barely ſo: As 
particularly p. 311, which you have aimed 
vo point as ſeverely as Poſſible. dcr 


Now, my lords, in What inſtance have 


your doubts and your prophecies been aſr 
certained? If your old friends refuſed 
| to go all lengths with the moſt deſperate 
of their junto, will not their characters 
thereby | appear in the moſt amiable light? 
At a time when the national grievances call» 
ed for immediate conſideration, and redreſs, 
rather than keep up perpetual feuds and dif. 
turbances ; in reverence to their affronted 
ſovereign, in pity and compaſſion to their 
fellow -ſubjects, laying aſide all perſonal 
| pique and reſentment, they brayely ſtepp d 
forth 0 ſave a ſinking ſtate. They even 
gave N the high ſounding title of — 
2 2 to 


| 


(4 ) 


to the few grumblers, like yourſelves, who 
were never to be ſatisfied, and mark the 
touch- ſtone that has tried each ſet : they 
honeſtly and ſincerely aimed to ſupport the 
national honour, and to reverſe the abſurd, 

Inconſiſtent, and diſtructive decrees of their 
blundering predeceſſors ;* whilſt their ma- 
ligners and traducers endeavoured to empede 
every ſalutary ſtep they have taken, as if op- 
Peſition for oppoſition ſake, were a virtue; and 
tho! repeated offers were made them to bear pe 
theit part in adminiſtration, even on their own 

terms, they ſtood aloof, and would haye ſeen 
their king and country periſh, rather than re- 
linquiſh their proud, dogged and conceited 
patriotiſm, as they miſcalled it. "Twas this 
behaviour, my lords, that has ſunk your 
characters in the eyes of all mankind, and the 
impartial public have repaid you with con- 
tempt, and thoſe you oppoſed with eſteem 
and admiration. So that my lords it is you 
. and ' your compeers that have made the t tle of 
patriots, ſtink in the noſtrils of the nation; 


tis you who have, by your repeated! and way- 
ward 


* 


nn) 
ward oppoſitions and intereſted views, 
brought i it to contempt and reproach. | 


But to return from this digreſſion: At cite 
Bats of putting the queſtion upon the mo» 
tion, for regulating the mode of collection 
by exciſe, ſo as to ſecure to the ſubjects 
their undoubted right of trials by juries; 
and to reſtrain, by penalties, any abuſes of 
the officers of exciſe, contrary to law,” you 
fay, Ko a very conſiderable part of the mi- 
nority were abſent, The fact ig that ſeveral 
of them were for this exciſe ; and another 
conſiderable part of them did not chuſe to 
attend upon this occaſion, becauſe the cyder 
members had not. afliſted them upon the 
points they had fo Fart conteſted,” 97 


Now, my widal you hereby attem pt to 
arraign of negligence, or ſottitwhat worſe, 
two ſets of men, one of them for following 
the dictates of their judgment, the other for 
not doing what they were not enabled to 
do, 1. e. to make brick withour ſtraw. Vet 
it is pain that no reproach can fall upon 

either. 


( 42 ) 

either. The wiſeſt and beſt a men in 1 
days, have looked upon the exciſe as a ne- 
ceſſary evil, as a mode of taxation that may 
with facility be entered into; as tending to 
diſcover and prevent the too frequent frauds 
of tradeſmen and manufacturers; and as the 
expence of collection is more reaſonable to 
the government, and conſequently to the 
people, than any other, In theſe ſenti- 
ments, if a number of honeſt men perſevere, 
they are to be treated J ſee as abandoned 
Proſtitutes, 11 they will not ſubmir their 
private | judgments to the call of a party or ; 
faction, and oppoſe the miniſtry, right or 
. wrong, in a ſingle Particular, becauſe they | 
have expreſſed their diſlike to their meaſures 
in general. Is this, my lords, the juſtice 
you would expect ſhould be done to your- 
ſelves? Upon che late ſtruggle relative to 
the American ſtamp- act (an act, which had it 
continued to operate, would have produc- 
ed the deſtruction of this kingdom and go- 
vernment)- in folloping) your private judg- 
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ment and conviction, did you not, one of 
you at leaſt, contradict the opinion of the 
bulk of the nation ? going even fo far 
as to ſubſcribe your name; and yet, however 
the people were amazed, you were not 
treated with ſeverity, as it was ſuppoſed 
you followed thoſe monitors which a wiſe 
man ſhould .never diſcard, judgment and 
conſcience. The other ſet your own account 


of the affair will prevent my entering into 
any juſtification of. £ % 


But now, my Cork follows Huge he 
ſtill more extraordinary. « Two or tbree 
of the principals finding themſelves duped in 
their expectations of getting into offices, were 
fo ſoured and chagrined by that diſappoint- 
ment, that they began to give over all 
thoughts of oppoſition, and to trouble them- 
ſelves no farther about it.. Then follows 
the names of two of theſe diſappointed pa- 
triots: ** Mr. PITT totally abſented him- 
ſelf, and Mr. CHARLES T OWNS$SHEND, 
immediately upon the nen of the 

| _ queſtion | 


Th. 440 
queſtion, upon generab warrants, went 10 


Cambridge to oppole lord Sandwich in 555 T 


defign of becoming vice chancellor of that 


univerſity,” By the abſence of theſe: two 
principal perſons, at that critical time, the 


ſpirit of oppoſition inſtantly cooled, and the 


miniſter as ſuddenly recovered his ſtrength.” * 


I ſhall before I animadvert, purſue you a few P 


lines further: The probability of ſucceſs 
being now farther removed than ever, they 
(the minority) began to break with one a- 


nother; and every man became jealous of his 


friend beingeither reconciled to the miniſter, 
or ſome way or other, making, | his peace at 


St. James's, before himſelf. In a few weeks de- ; 


ſertion and diſſatisfaction prevailed through | 


out the whole party; inſomuch, that when 


the public buſineſs came on, that is, the plan 
of ſupplies, which every oppoſition, has 


thought itſelf bound to oppoſe, they were al- 
moſt totally ſilent; which gave the miniſter | 


ſuch a manifeſt appearance of ſuperiority, 


that i it had a wonderful effect upon what are 


ſe: the Hung Jquadron, a confiderable 


part 


* 


(as) 


part of — had joined the minority; 
upon the late probability of. ſucceſs from 
that quarter: They were now ſo thorough- 
ly convinced of their error that they re- 
turned to the court with vows of the moſt 
faithful attachment. The ſeſſion, there 


fore, ended without 108 further efforts of 
at bara ar if 
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Here, iy lords, Ile given your e | 

very ſurpriſing paragraph: I have, to uſe a 
| 8. — aphoriſm, given you rope enough fo 
bang yourſebves : For if you have not been 
off your guard, with a witneſs, I ſhall, for 
'the . think I have no manner of dif- 
ernment.” T5932 ne ep VERT 
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You are not to be miltiken; my lords, 

in the firſt part of your charge; for by all! 
the rules of conſtructiou your ſecond' ſen- 

tence has a dependance upon your firſt: 

* herefore Mr. Pitt and Me!” Toene 
were two, of the roo br three, who were 
duped, and chagrined at not getting into Mer 
And theſe! great men are * by 
G as 


WY” 


3 


as carrying on oppoſition only from ſiniſter | 
views ;. to get themſelves into lucrative 

Pots, the former preferring, without thoſe 

incentives, caſe and retirement before the 
ſervice of his country ; ; the latter deſerting 

his ſtation to engage in party broils, about 

an affair that little concerned the public, 

which way ſoever decided; in ſhort, mere- 

þ irs to oppoſe a favourite view of lord Sand- 

wich, To their abſence, yqu alſo. aſcribe 

All the coolneſs in the minority, and he 

miſhaps that falle, 

I happene, aer Ge your pur- 

- poſe, that Mr. Put's integrity is too well 

4 known, and. too juſtly eſteemed, for any 

' of your inſinuations to have the leaſt weight a 

— his character. It is evident he ne- 

'V er.courted places or penſions, or accepted 
et che former, but with the ſole and upright 

1 view of ſerving his country : 80 far from 
enten rparing; to accumhlate power, riches or 
honours, he has conſtantly. declined-eyery 
road that led thereto, whenever his judge- | 


35 ment. 13 him that his integr ity 
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a be pere in the purſuit of it. 
Faithful to his country, affectionate and 
reſpectful to his ſovereign, he joined in no 
oppoſition from party, or factious motives; 
he entered into no idle altercations either 
in converſation or in print, but reſerved | 
his ſpirit and his maſterly eloquence for | 
the place where, with propriety, it might 
be exerciſed : There, and there only, the 
thunder of his voice was heard; at Wich 
venality and corruption” Rood aghaſt and 
appaled. There needs no other confuta- 
tion, of your aſſertion, as to him the 
teſtimony of every man living will juftify*- 
him; it will be treated with the contempt it 
deſerves: As to Mr. Townſhend, it can a 
Uttle militate againſt him. He is too well 
known to be the patriot in tdetd, as well as 
in word, and he left you to your own de. 
vices, when he found you were capable of 
doing no farther ſervice; for it is well 
known it was your paſſions and prejudices; | 
jours, and I repeat it again, my lords, 
yours particularly, that rendered ene an 
latary attempt abortive. dat eee 0 
| 8 . T "y 


TY 
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1. will ever Ta nn a mark of wiſ⸗ 


8 „ 8 in a ſtateſman, to give way ſome r 
times like the willow in the fable, and ta 


avoid the fate of the ſtiff and obſtinate oak. 


If your oppolition had been tempered with 


A little Kaser of this ice mach; better | 


Mas, [! the en A 
as they have proved themſelves, it will be ever 
poſlible to eff: Mr; Townſtend, a true 


friend ol his country, could never approve 


* * 


that men might be brought to aid pernicious 


your rootand branch ſcheme; he was ſenſible 


5 meaſures, from want of, or error in, Jvdg- 


ment, from ſtrong prepbſſeſſions andfriend- 
ly connections; who yet might be made 


ſubſervient to better purppſes: He did 


dougbtiiy reſolye with himſelf, 


never ” act with tbis on that perjon, to hold 
I that reſolution as fixed as 4 law of the 


Medes and Perſians, never to be revoked. 
He conſulted times and ſeaſons and the exi- 


gencies of the. tate, and was ready, with- 
out indulging his own ee eee 4 
ou ſerve her, with any men men ande he a | 


'Y) N * + 
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| „ 
intended. her ſervice; from whatinder mo» 
| tive they were governed, and equally to 
turn to her advantage the warmth of the 
hhoneſt and well intentioned patriot, or the 
deep-mouth declamations of the renega- 
does from a party. And, my lords, you 
yourſelves have herded with men you have 
ineffably deſpiſed; FOR aye confines to 
a tete-a-teti with a R, a B as 
— 2 —, e e but = 
quite'other views; 3. nof to ferve and bene- 
itt your country; but to diftreſs and em- 
parraſs the hands that were endexvbuſig 
to ſave her from deſtruction. Now, my 
lords, you ſee the contraſt] "ow does * 
Jun SOT” ee 
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D) pon this Se ſows this view & "the 
| Rate of the caſe, no wonder the oppoſition 
was broke: There were ſome mein office, 
whom you would have had turn'd a- drift, 
ho were ready and willing to ſerve us, 
with you; but they muſt be totally eradicat- 
ed and turn d out before your obſtinacy 
gould yield; you muſt have them all mow'd 
down 


7 
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( 50 * | 
ets you; though you had hy great 
an example before your eyes in Mr. Pitt, 
by whole coaliſing at the beginning of his 


glorious adminiftration ſuch great things had 
| n ene 5 and eee 


ar coalition. v4 LIES d ory - E N wo ; 
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You give a bay contemptibls der 


of every oppoſition in general. An oppo/ition 
it ſeems is bound to oppoſe, every govetu- 


- 


| ment plan of ſupplies, tight or wrong; 


they are to controyert every thing advanc- _ 
ed by an adminiſtration in the groſs, and . 
without exception. I fear this has been tc 

much the temper, indeed, of all oppoſitions, 


and the people in general are ſo well con- 


vinced of it, that ſince the only oppoſition 
worth naming, that againſt Malpoli, hey have 


been univerſally laughed at and deſpiſed, as 


governed by no other principle but that of 


entiching and aggrandizing themſelves, by 


the tuin of thoſe they oppoſe: Reſt the ſoul of 


lord Bath! that nobleman and his colleagues = 


convinced the world of theſe truths, TRIS 7 


K | 
I don't at all wonder, my lords, that ge- 
neral Conway ſhould not eſcape you: general 
Conway has ever acted upon other principles, 
and therefore hei is not to eſcape the Taſh; for 
after recapitulating his caſe; and giving the 
ſentiments of the marquis of Granbythereon, : 
5 vou add, I ſuppoſe with a view to leſſen him 
n the eſteem and confidence of his canntry- 
men, which he poſſeſſes i in an eminent de- 
| gree d he voted with the majority upon 
5 pep queſtion againſt Mr. Wilkes, and was 
ſeveral times up to ſpeak though never point- 
| ed to. He likewiſe voted with the miniſtry 
upon the exciſe, and every queſtion'through- 
out the whole ſeſſion, exce _— the 8 28 affair 

of the warrants.” 01109) 


Well, my lords, danza all this to 
be true; general Conway acted as became 
Him, whether the general voice was on his 
ſide or no. Fe acted from principles of 
reaſon and judgment, which no power 
ought to attempt to invade, and which no 
good man will ever endeavour to ſtifle. 


'His after conduct has raiſed him as much 
above 


; 


| (4) 
above your malice, as i 18 ſuperior to. 
| Tos in TORS e 


0 1 lt of che club at Wildnian 83 108 
have. leflened the number from 160 to 
149; which however, as it might be a ſlip 
of the memory, I ſhall no farther animad- 
vert upon, than by juſt ſuppoſing it might 
alſo be done with deſign to make them 


cContemptible, and becauſe from the rout 


| you had made about their diſ-union and ſe- 
paration in the former chapter; you 
thought the ſmaller the number, the greater 
Proof it was, of what you had there advanc- 
ed: But this is but piddling work, and 
does you no credit with your readers. = 13 


Next chapter you begin with a reflection 
(for you intend it for one) upon Mr. Cbarlas 
Port, late attorney general; who had re- 
ſigned that employment, but now thinking be 
beſt of the lay, was on the fide of the miniſ- 
try, went over to the court. He had re- 
ſigned that employment when a different 
opinion. prevailed. He now returned to 
1 „ St. 


Lk 


of. Famb?'s and accepted of a patent of pre- 
cedence. He had acted fo. very even a part» 
that it is difficfilt to fay, whether any party 
were ſerved or zen de the acquiſition 


” a v1 1 
or Joſs. e hag” ; 
* 5 % ; . 
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Why aſs my Mads this is ial ; 


this great pleader very- cavalierly: By you 
account he ſhould be a very weathercock, 
veering about as his intereſt ſcem'd to dired, 


and ſo unimportant as to be of no con ſequence 


to any party: yet all the world honours Mr. 


| Yorke's abilities and integrity ; know that he 
did not reſign becauſe the minority had the 


beſt of the lay: 'but becauſe the miniſtry pro- 5 
poſed his going ſuch lengths as only bis 
ſucceflor would venture to do; ; and he ac- 
cepted of his patent of precedence and of | 


* oo poſt afterwards, becauſe he ſaw the 


11 1 


# © &S 4 


wok In ſhort you know, and you. 17 it to 
your great regret, that Mr. Yorke is an honour 


and credit to any party; and extremely ſorry 


_you 


— 


3 N eſtabliſhed, 1 whom he 


; 
| 
| 
i 


{a 1 


you are that you could not retain, him in 
your own. | | 


: „ . 1 
# A : 4 * q 
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FYou next, my lords, take i Sis. wilt 


Meredith i in your way, and endeavour even 


to be arch upon him: The whole is a 


| ſhameful piece of | abuſe upon that gentle- 
. man, who has effectually laboured to ſerve 


his country, and js ſtill ſerving it upon every 
occaſion. - And it is a proper anſwer to your 
dirty. reflections, that tho” at that time the 
queſtion on the motion relative to general 


Warrants, did not meet with the ſucceſs 


Sir Witkam' $ ſpirit deferved; yet remember, 
| that | not only that affair, but the ſeiſure of 
papers, the repeal of the excife upon cyder, 


&c. have been ſince brought about, in which 


Sir William Meredith had the honour of a 


conſiderable ſhare : that your lordſhips have 
little regard for bim, I am not ſurprized at; 


his open, generous and honeſt heart, is too 


different from your own, for, union or eſteem 
between 2 2 *% | 


* 25 wy 
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'Y ou lay further, Here Ended ths great 
queſtion concerning general watrants, fut 
chis year; about which the minority had 

made ſuch extraordinary parade, and given 
ſuch ſolemn aſſurances to the public, that 
many well meaning . perſons in different 
parts of the kingdom, thought them in good- 
earneſt in this ſtruggle. for liberty; but had 
they been fo, they would not a ſecond time 
have neglected making a motion, they had 
laſt Fo formed, againſt the ſeiſure of pa- 
pers. Then follows a ſtring of abuſive: 
epithets, ſuch as impoſtors, end trai- 
tore, &c. &c, | 


All this is very eafily ſaid, but not 10 
eaſily ſwallowed: Fou give no proof of 
their not being in earneſt, and their beha- | 
viour fince they have come into office is a 
ſhrewd indication that they were in earneſt: | 
Your proof of their not being ſo, is no A 
proof at" all; for as they perceived what 
would be the fate of their firſt motion, it 
would have been abſurd to have hazarded a 
ſecond againſt the ſeiſure of papers, when 

7 +" 2 they 
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fiſt the _ and meaſures of a miſchie- 


— 


„ 

hls found the majority (call it corrupt if 
you. will) was fo ſtrongly againſt them. 
T heir ſpirit ſince, in theſe momentous points, 
is the moſt convincing proof they were ab- 


1 in earneſt at this time alſo. 


% Mr Pitt (you abt) ſeeing of ay 
ſtuff they were made, kept aloof. - He 


did not attend during the whole ſeſſion. 


If this fact Were. authenticated, it would be : 
the greateſt reproach of Mr. Pitt that ever 


was propagated. Shameful indeed! what, | 
ſtand aloof, when his co-patriots were la- 


bouring hard for the public weal. If this 


could be proved, all you have advanced 
againſt him before would become more 
probable : But I know vou mean it only 
as a flouriſh to point more ſeverely what 


you had advanced againſt this hated mino- 
rity. You then deſcribe them as broken 


and diſpirited; and conclude, « ſuch was the 
fate of the late minority. A party which 


had been originally formed, for the beſt 


and moſt laudable purpoſes, namely, to e. 


vous 


* 


Cw) 

vous favourite ; and when he had been dew. | 
feated, to defend the conſtitution and the 
liberties of the ſubject, by oppoſing and 
cenſuring all arbitrary violations of miniſ— 
ters. Theſe were the objects of oppoſition» 
The fir was in part accompliſhed by the 
North-Briton. But out of that victory 
aroſe the ſecond ; which was ſcandalouſſy 
deſerted by the body of the party, &. 
&c," ; TER J 


| 
| 
; 
| 


No, my lords; it was not ſcandalouſſy 
deſerted by them; but the unaccountable 
and raſh imprudence of Mr. Wilkes, ruin- 
ed the very attempt to anſwer. that pur- 
poſe ; and after you had acknowledged be- 
before, the ill affects of that imprudence, 
*twas mean, and wears too much the face of 
artifice tõ endeavour to lay the blame upon 
other ſhoulders. Had he followed the advice 
of his beſt friends (even of yourſelves) every 
end had been anſwered: that was propoſed, 
and your lordſhips had been ſpared the 

eee and the . wo mung au- 


| 
| 


thors ; for that ſeems to be the conſe- 
_ of your 1 at En hiſtory. 


I muſt preſume, my lords, and ſome 
eircumſtances make it evident, that the 
ſpeech you give us, intended to have been 
ſpoken when the commons retur ned the re- 
geney- bill, with an amendment reſpecting 


the princeſs dowager, claims one of your 
lordſhips for its parent, Its features are 


very fimilar, and J ſhall, and fo will every 
one elſe, continue to think ſo, till you are 


ee to let us N 8 0 ſpeech it is. 


3 321, you give us the conditions 
made by lord — with the late duke 
of Cumberland, to engage him and Mr. 
Pitt to come into the adminiſtration, vis. 
« The making certain foreign alliances, 
the reſtoration of officers, the repeal of 


the exciſe upon cyder, and the condemna- 


tion of general warrants, the ſeiſure of 
papers, & c.“ Theſe, (you a add): were 
agreed to.“ And now nothing remained 


but a conſent that lord Northumberland 
* wy ſhould 


( 
ſhould be at the head of the treafury. 
N Upon which lord 7. empls is ſaid to have 
| declared, he would never come in, under 
lord Bute's lieutenant,” This epithet he 
beſtowed upon his lordſhip on account of 


his having nee been 21 N of 


Ireland. 
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rer lordkips will here rec ollet what 
1 have already ſaid, in ſeveral places, f 


your diſpoſitions and tempers, of which lord 


Temple, in the above inſtance, is an un- 


doubted proof, and I call upon you to deny 
. you can.—Vou might have obtained 
at this time, all that you | had been ſo long 
c declaiiming for ; you might haye ſettled the 


conſtitution and liberties of the ſubject up- 
on a ſolid baſis——why. did you not 2 


Why, for this pitiful reaſon; diQated by 
nothing but pride and ill nature bat 
you would not ſerve, under. ard Bute's lieute- 
nant. Here s patriotiſm for vou How: 
many virtues had been the portion of lord 


Northumberland, had he had the : honour: 
to be lord Tewple's * In juſtice to 


. | 


mars 
bs — ea os 


even may jeſty itſelf 


69 


that n nobleman, I muſt takers 
lord Temple himſelf never imagined — 
would be the tool of the favourite or any 


one elſe; but to ſerve under him—aye, to te 
ſerve under him or indeed under any one, 


- there the ſhoe 
3 — and for this reaſon, this 


rifle, kierifced all the dees he might 


have procured. us! 


And the barbs ſpirit Mil exiſts, KY) will 


| ever exiſt in your lordſhips. The pteſent 


miniſters have brought about all theſe ſalu- 


: tary purpoſes, and yet your lordſhips will 


neither ſerve under them, nor with them, 


What you wiſh'd, and pretend to have 
r e for, is atchieved; but truly it was _ 


not -atchieved by you, and therefore you are 


moody, and are teſolved to continue fo; 


and as you cannot remove them Yo 
are determined to libel them. Alas! I. fear 


your lordihips | reſemble the dog in the 


manger; you will neither cat hay yourſelves f 


nor let the oxen eat. 
It 


* 


0 6. 1 

It is plain by your own ce wiag. chat the 
marquis of Rockingham thought in the ſame 
manner that myſelf, and every one elſe, does 
of this Negotiation. The marquis, not, as i 
you ſay, © to get into office,” but to pro- 
eure what he thought would be of the greats, 
eſt ſervice, to the public, united councils, 


and able miniſters, did © apply all his argu- 
ments and powers of perfwalion, | to prevail 
upon his lordſhip to accept, even with lord 
| Northumberland, at the head of the Trea- 
ſary.” And pray, my lords, did not the 
duke of Grafton do the ſane ?. how came; 
you to forget him? When you wrote theſs 
lines, and endeavoured to ihrow this due, 
upon the marquis, had you ahy inkling that 
the duke was growing moody and diſcon- 
rented like yourſelves, that you fpared him 
in this manner! Yes, you certainly imagined 
he would join” the gromblers, 1 wiſh your. 


lorddhips bay” be Oppo ed. e 


22 


; _ Hewenes « vt n 
his — principle, of: reliſting this fa 
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yourite.” And, you might have added, of 
| 1 05 ro ſuperior. BW Aeon. . 
In order to "OED your triumphs, c on n this 
occaſion; the more brilliant, Mr. Pitt is ſaid to 
have refuſed upon the ſaid condition, and all 
the encomiums poſlible a hed on the 


duke of Cumberland's ambaſſage, to raiſe the 
importance of the; great perſons v who refu ſed 


Bis condition: ; But, by this time, the rea- 
der begins to ſym pathiſe with you, and pities N 
you for the detections your flimſy arts have, 
met with : But, be that as it may, you 
Have certainly written yourſelf into ſuch 
diſcredit, that you will never gain the pub 
i lic belief again 1 wiſh you would con 
trive ſome ATI to deſerve it it. ö Vou go. | 
on, and ſay, = next day the treaſury Was 
| offered to lord Tyrtelton; ; but that noble 
b man thought proper to excuſe himſelf. 
| The account of this ſecond offer, conveyed. 
to the noble lord before applied to, the 
firſt information of the point concerning ; 
lord Northumberland being relinquiſhed.“ * 
1 Denies yon! ordſhips pardon for con- 

9 | 


8 Fo —C- 


by 6 3 0 3 5 
cradicting this afſertion'; for had not 1681 
been before with Mr. Pitt, 


in the middle of the night, with a carte 


"_ vy bim to name _ own terms * 


t. 


a Avg (by the carte . 1 I ſuppsſe) 


4 lord Temple and Mr. Pitt were ſoftened, 


and lords Lyttelton and Temple were 
got into the chaiſe in order to go and con- 


£5 { 


ſult Mr. Pitt: But alas! the duke pro- 
bably, not having heard from them, in 
due time, and tired out with their obſtinacy, 
adviſed his D to recall his old many 
S157 35 20 0910s; T 70 vR0. 


Nox le us ts a little, and reflect ap- 
on the ſteps of this negotiation. His ma- 
_ jeſty highly affronted by his miniſters, ap- 


plies to his royal uncle for advice and aſ 


ww. 


di 
Arie 
. 


ſiſtance. That excellent prince, without 
any ſtipulations for himſelf, undertook to 
provide men that would do credit to his 2 
| ſovereign, and to himſelf, the recommen- 
der; he meets with diſguſting refuſals, up- 
on frivolous pretences, and ſtrange anti- 
12 8 n 


664 


= 8 he perſiſts in his endeavour 
| , ta conguer theſe untoward prejudices; he 
| » egotiates and negotiates till he is tired: 
He fits-patiently- to hear propeſals made 
for filling every department in the ſtate; 
haue even once, after every office had been 
nominated to (on the ſuppoſition of their 
coming in) ſaid very calmly, well, ſir, 

Von have, I find, provided for all our friends ; 
but one.” He was anſwered, with ſome 
ſurprise, who ean your royal highneſs 
mean? „Why, returned the duke, I do 


not find you have provided any place r 


our ſovereign; and if you go on at this rate, 
I am certain he will ſoon want one.” His 


royal highneſs bore all theſe rebuffs with 
© Heroic fortitude 3 for as he had the good 


of his country at heart, it was no- new 
hing for him to ſaffer pain and mortifica- | 
tion on that account. Tired, however, at 


laſt quite tired be gave it up, and in- 
formed his ſovereign, that if the welfare of 
me public muſt be purchaſed by the ſlavery 
of the ſovereign, he might with equal * 
125 1 recall his old ſervants. ch 
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Thus, for ſome time at leaſt, by the 
07 | pride and obſtinacy of your lordihips and 
your adherents, a moſt glorious opportunity 
was loſt of making us as happy. a people, 
as, perhaps, Engliſhmen can be made; of 
- healing Every - breach and. diviſion, and of 
ſetting due bounds to the prerogative of the 
. crown, and mes the liberties of 
ws „ bagel 


1 Gel” wt 7 the reconciliation 
's lord Temple and his brother Mr. George 
' Grenville, p-. 325, may procure to each 
party every ſatisfaction they propoſe there- 
| by, and that it may have no effect but 
meaſures in future, as you ſay will be the 


caſe; tho 1 have caught you tripping ſo 
often, that I am not able to believe a word 


ne FV 


We next come, p. WS the Ka ne- 
Semen with Mr. Pitt and lord Temple, 
+ to whem it was now propaſed that Mr. 
Stuart M. Keinfſe ſhould be reſtored to his 
Tn of en foal” W 3 that lord 


. MNorib- 


«- 66 ) 
- Northumberland ſhould be made lord Cham- 
Ba ; and that the favourite's friends 
"ſhould remain. Which latter condition 
I believe was not inſiſted upon, nor could 
the other two, except upon the reaſons 
above given, be diſguſting to them. It was 
well known the favourite, intended not to 
"Impede their meaſures either publickly or 
privately, and as the promotion of thoſe 
two perſonages was propoſed by the K- 
himſelf; it was rude, it was ungracious to 
refuſe bim. But “ lord 7 8 08 declared 
| he could not accept. 
1 Would be greatly pleaſed. to know, 
what lord Temple's reaſons were, for this | 
refuſal ; for as to your reference to a pal- 
try pamphlet, unleſs you had informed us 
it was written by himſelf, I look upon it 
- as little to the purpoſe. I am the more 
curious in this particular, becauſe I believe 
I can; with truth, affirm that Mr, Pitt 
has declared he never knew his reaſons, and 
it is ſaid that great man was willing to go 
© 110 office upon the above terms; and ſo 
your 
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your | lordſhips have. reported verb ven x = 
But you add, but if he was, it would 
not have been with an adminiſtration form- 
ed at W indſor- Lodge and Claremont; for 

he declared he had no opinion of ſuch an 

one. And it is certain af ever he was wil- | 
ling, he afterwards altered his mind, upon 


| ne 
maturer conſideration. 1 


on 
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& 
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1 beg here to aſk your lordſhips a ute 
queſtion: 1 whom did Mr. Pitt make 
this declaration? 1 believe it will puzzle) 5 
to tell. I will venture to tay he never did 


P's - 


ſo declare himſelf ; and I am pretty certain 


my affirmation | is equally, valid with | your Fe 
| nn, Fer COST 


? E 4 
* 3 : 0 R 
- g 11 id 4 E 42 $5 * 
* * * . 6 
* >. % 7 = 2 * 
44 = * _—_— 
* 4, =. - 
a 
. 0 


* 4 % 
4 


But, with regard, to any T, emple 8 pA on 
can make a very, . ſhrewd gueſs (notwith- a 
ſtanding the aſſertion that his reconciliation 
to his brother was to have no effect but 
upon affairs 12 future) what they were, and 


that this refuſal flowed more from the re- 


ſentment and perſwaſions of Mr. George 
Grenville, 


2 (68) )/ © 
Grenville, than from any ceaſons of bis Own. 


as Mr. Piet __ Wi Dc to 8 


Your account of the negotiation which 
brought in the preſent miniſters, is ſtrangely 
huddled gether, confuſed and little to the 

purpoſe; tis only, indeed mentioned, de- 
| cauſe in the cloſe of your hiſtory you could 
not well avoid it, and you have aim d to ſpeak 
of the noble perſons concerned with your 
accuſtomed wantonneſs and partiality. The. 
duke of Cumberland, applied (you. fay) to 

the duke of Newcaſle, lord | Rockingham, and 
others, as the laſt reſource ! There was no 
other ſet of 1 men to be found who had not re- 1 
fuſed.” And, you add, if theſe had had virtue 
enough to have refuſed, the favourite muſt 
have departed, and was then actually "oY 
* . tating a journey beyond the Abe; © when. 
- this laſt ſet of men, after ſome doubts and 
beſitation, ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of their | . 
own inability, conſented to his continuance 


-at whe, by accepting the great offices of ; 
ſtate. 71 
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£ 


{ 4 ly 
"I In that critical moment, which v Was — 
the only opportunity that ever did, or per- 
haps ever will happen, for fairly getting rid 
of him, did they reſolve to deſert their 
friends, and to ſtep in for his preſervation 3 $ 
when a week or ten days firmneſs, muſthave 
accompliſhed what the whole kingdom i 
earneſtly wiſhed for, and' what all Paal 
* W Wim =, ©. 
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Thus, my lords, you N raved, as if 
you wrote your whole book for the ſake of 
this concluſion. But, my lords, you know, 
full well, that the noble lords now in 
power, did not accept of their poſts, with- 
out ſtipulating ſuch conditions as were ſa- 
lutary for their country, healing to our = 
23k ſtrange and unparallelled diviſions, and ho: 
nourable for themſelves, and that not a man 
of them had any regard to lucrative views, 
and indeed their foͤrtunes raiſed them above; 
ſuch baſeneſs and meanneſs. T hey had 
only in their proſpect the peace and fatiſ- 5 
faction of their ſoverei ign and welfare f 
| K ELLE f 
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the late; ; and they have bravely acted up 
to all their profeſſions. If they have been 
impeded in their patriotic intentions, tis 
you, my lords, and your partizans that have 
obſtructed them; and tho you. would not 

coaliſe with the favourite, you have ſcan- 
dalouſly joined him and his friends, in 
diſtreſſing theſe patriots; and I can only 
with (but you know better) you had con- 
tinued your hiſtory to the preſent moment, 
that you might have afforded a reaſon, 
why one of your names ſtands fo lovingly 
with lord Bute's, on a late famous occaſionæk- 
when it was apparent, as far as ſpeaking and 
voting with your old enemy could prove it, 
youhad facrificed all your reſentments againſt 
him, to your rancour apainſt your old, and : 
let me ſay, valuable friends. How different 
the conduct of Mr. Pitt, how extremely 
different, let all the late tranſactions evidence 
to his immortal honour! _ , 


464 
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The concluſion of your performance is all 

of the ſame complexion, wholly declama- 
tory, and ſuch as late facts have entirely given 
the lye to. Theyhave proved toa demonſtration 
that the preſent miniſtry dared, to his teeth, 


oppoſe the favourite, and that they have no 


connexion with him. Ile is not in the me- 
ridian of his power ; but is truly inſignificant. 
His influence does not continue, nor (tho it 
has been tried) has it produced any indignitist 
to the preſent adminifiration, who have with- 
Rood all his efforts bravely, and have had 
courage and virtue to oppoſe him. u, 
| daily ſee they have. Not only appearances 
have. been changed, but realy. and his 
whole un: is cee whe 


7 1 kind; how cine on, * the other 
hand, have you and your partizans behaved, 

| You have literally done good to him that 

_ bates you, and ated with him that deſpite- 
fully has uſed you and perſecuted you. But it 
* 2 was 


PN 


A ,9# I . 
j was far from being a Chriſtian motive by 
which you was actuated: No, my lords, 
envy, malice and revenge. actuated your 
- eobole ſelves; againſt old friends. 
Why? becauſe they diode enter into of- 
ice without you. Becauſe they did not in- 
5 dulge your vanity and fall into your ſchemes, | 
: And to this you facrificed your hatred of 
lord Bute, and would have facrificed the 
| Intereſt, the welfare of the public, and | 
Have involyed us in blood and rain. 

Thus, my 4 1 bave not 455 an- 
lere your book, but by ſome ſupplemen- 1 
tal remarks prepared you for a ſecond edi- þ 
tion of that performance, if vou dare to 
make uſe of them for that purpoſe. But I 
| prophecy that yoy will not and yet juſ- 
tice calls upon you to do it. Vou have ſpread 5 
1 your poiſon, and if you | have any grace left, 
Li A 4 you will eghlider- and PT: the Want and 
= | Wenz 
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CY | 3 DMT you pleaſe | publickly to own yaur g b 


© brat, I promiſe you I» will ſet my name 192% 
I the Detection. Till then, Tleaye you with 72 


the adage of the polite fabuliſt, 
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